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Research on Flow Rule and Thermal Dissipation
Between the Rotor Poles of a Fully
Air-Cooled Hydrogenerator
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Abstract—Aiming at providing a theoretical basis for the
1000-MW giant fully air-cooled hydrogenerator, which is be-
ing studied and developed currently, this paper established
a coupling calculation model of 3-D fluid and temperature
field based on the actual structure and size of a 250-MW
fully air-cooled fanless hydrogenerator. Fluid dynamics
control equations, and corresponding boundary conditions
in the solved region were given. The additional losses
from electromagnetic field calculation were applied to the
coupling model as heat sources. Using a computational
fluid dynamics approach, the flow distribution of cooling
air and the temperature distribution of rotor structures were
obtained. It focused on the axial and radial variation rules
of the flow condition of cooling air between adjacent poles.
Meanwhile, it conducted a detailed research study on the
variation rule of the heat-transfer coefficients of pole shoes
and damping bars. Temperature calculated value of exciting
windings was coincident well with the measured value.
The calculated error between the two values meets the
engineering requirement, thus verifying both applicability
and accuracy of the solution method this paper presents.

Index Terms—Computational fluid dynamics (CFD), fluid
field, heat-transfer coefficient, hydrogenerator, temperature
field.

|. INTRODUCTION

YDROPOWER resource occupies the largest proportion
in clean energy sources and enjoys the advantages of
cleanliness, high efficiency, and huge exploitable capacity. Be-
cause of these advantages, many countries in the world continue
to develop it on a large scale. Hydrogenerators are the most im-
portant energy conversion device in the hydropower station. If a
local structure of hydrogenerators is overheated, the insulation
will be damaged or the local thermal stress will increase, both
of which are serious problems affecting the operation safety of
the unit [1], [2].
A water-cooled or air-cooled cooling system is employed to
evacuate the power losses of a hydrogenerator. Compared with
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the water-cooling system, the fully air-cooling system does not
require an auxiliary water treatment facility. The maintenance
of water leakage and clogging within a water-cooled coil is
fairly complicated. Fully air-cooled cooling system is increas-
ingly applied to large-capacity hydrogenerators since it has the
advantages of high reliability and low operation and mainte-
nance cost. However, the cooling effect of a fully air-cooled
cooling system, an indirect cooling method, is not as good as
the effect of a water-cooled system, which is a direct cooling
method. Meanwhile, in order to avoid potential broken fault of
a fan mounted on the shaft and reduce ventilation loss, which
comprises 20%—-40% total power losses, a fully air-cooled
system without fan is more and more employed. However, there
is no doubt that canceling fan will cause decrement of the
total circulation air flow rate and increment of the temperature
rise of stator and rotor windings, thus weakening the cooling
effect conspicuously. Based on the aforementioned reasons,
employing a fully air-cooled fanless cooling system will cause
many problems of meeting the requirements of cooling effect.
Due to the rotation of rotor poles and rotor yokes, the cooling
air presents a very complex distribution in the hydrogenerator.
In addition, flow condition of cooling air has direct impact
on the temperature rise of various parts in the hydrogenerator;
thus, an appropriate flow distribution is required. Therefore, the
research on the flow rule of the cooling air in a fully air-cooled
fanless hydrogenerator has the very significance in verifying the
rationality of ventilation system and accurately predicting the
distribution of hydrogenerator temperature field.

There have been many papers published on the research
of fluid and temperature fields of electrical machines. In [3]-
[7], the lumped-parameter thermal network (LPTN) is adopted
to predict the temperature rise of electrical machines. Such
method enjoys an advantage of fast calculation because the
number of involved nodes in the computation is small; in [8], a
model of 3-D nonlinear stator temperature field is established
to study the impact of hydrogenerator insulation aging on
the stator temperature field; in [9], the time-stepping finite-
element method (FEM) is adopted to calculate the additional
surface of rotor damper bars and pole shoes; in [10], the flow
velocity of the fluid in the stator ventilation ducts of salient pole
synchronous machine is calculated and the surface heat-transfer
coefficient by the theory of fluid similarity is determined,
thereby obtaining the distribution of stator temperature field;
in [11], infrared thermography is used in the measurement
of hydrogenerator rotor temperature; in [12]-[18], a complete
overview of evolution and modern approaches in the ther-
mal analysis of electrical machines are presented, and three
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TABLE 1
BASIC PARAMETERS OF THE GENERATOR

Basic Parameter Value

Capacity (MW) 250
Voltage (V) 15750
Current (A) 10183
Power factor 0.9

Frequency (Hz) 50
Pole number 88

approaches of LPTN, FEM, and computational fluid dynamics
are exemplified.

Obviously, most researchers focus on fluid and temperature
field distribution within the stator region of a hydrogenerator.
However, few scholars devote to the research of fluid—thermal
coupling analysis within the rotor region of hydrogenerator,
particularly with a fully air-cooled fanless ventilation system.
In this paper, a 3-D fluid—thermal coupling calculation model
of a 250-MW fully air-cooled hydrogenerator rotor is estab-
lished and flow condition of cooling air, as well as temperature
distribution of various structures, is obtained. Axial and radial
distribution rules of cooling air between adjacent poles are
analyzed in detail. Meanwhile, it conducts a research study on
the heat-transfer coefficient of pole shoes and damping bars.
The accuracy of calculated results is verified by a comparison
between the temperature calculated value of exciting windings
and the measured value, providing a theoretical basis for the
1000-MW giant fully air-cooled hydrogenerator of the largest
single unit capacity developed currently.

[I. COUPLING MODEL OF THREE-DIMENSIONAL
FLUID AND TEMPERATURE FIELDS

A. Ventilation Structure and Establishment of
Physical Model

The investigated machine in this paper is a 250-MW fully
air-cooled fanless hydrogenerator, and its basic parameters are
illustrated in Table I. The model this paper establishes adopts a
self-circulation dual-path fanless ventilation system. Such kind
of ventilation system makes use of the pressure head effect of
rotor support and rotor yoke and cancels the fans in order to
greatly reduce the ventilation loss.

Fig. 1 is a diagram for its ventilation and cooling system.
The cooling air from the heat exchanger (path 1-(D) first flows
through stator end windings (path 1-(2)), cools the stator end
windings, and then flows into the upper (for path 1) ventilation
channel (path 1-(3)). Along the path @-(©6)-(7), a part of
cooling air flows through the rotor support into the rotor yoke
ventilation ducts, and then through the fluid region between
adjacent poles to cool the exciting windings; along the path
(®-(®), the other part of cooling air flows into the end fluid
region by a horizontal disc air deflector. The air from the two
paths radially flows into the air gap after convergence, cools
armature winding and stator core through the stator radial venti-
lation ducts (8), and then re-enter the heat exchanger to dissipate
heat. The upper and lower ventilation paths are symmetric, thus
constituting a dual-path cooling system. Cooling air takes the
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Fig. 1. Ventilation system structure diagram.

Fig. 2. Solved region of coupling model. (1) Fluid region between adja-
cent poles. (2) End fluid region. (3) Rotor yoke ventilation duct. (4) Poles.
(5) Exciting windings. (6) Exciting winding support plate. (7) Yoke.
(8) Rotor support. (S1) Velocity inlet. (S2) Pressure outlet. (S3) Adiabatic
surfaces.

heat away, which is generated by exciting windings, armature
windings, and other heating structures.

Based on the actual size and structure of the motor, a
3-D fluid—thermal coupling model is established in this paper.
The region of calculation model includes half length of the
prototype in the axial direction and a pair of rotor poles in the
circumferential direction according to symmetry of the rotor
structure. As illustrated in Fig. 2, the calculation model includes
solid regions and fluid regions. The solid regions represent
rotor structures such as a pair of poles, damper bars, exciting
windings, supporting plates, pole pressure plates, and rotor
yoke. The fluid regions (see the blue part in Fig. 2) represent
the area where cooling air flows such as four rotor ventilation
ducts, the region between adjacent poles, and so on, where r
represents the radial direction, 6 represents the circumferential
direction, and z represents the axial direction.

B. Mathematical Model and Boundary Conditions

The ventilation system of a fully air-cooled hydrogenerator
has a complex structure, and the cooling air with high Reynolds
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Fig. 3. Measured value of air flow velocity.

number is in a turbulent state. Meanwhile, the cooling air in
the model could be treated as an incompressible fluid. Based on
fluid dynamics and heat-transfer theory, a mathematical model
is established within the solved region, which satisfies the
mass conservation equation, momentum equation, and energy
conservation equation [19]
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where p is fluid density (in kilograms per cubic meter), ¢ is time
(in seconds), and w is the velocity vector of fluid (in meters
per second), and u, v, and w are the components of w in x—,
y—, and z— directions; u is the turbulent viscosity coefficient
(in kilograms per meter second); P is the static pressure on
the fluid microelement (in pascals); S,, Sy, and S,, are the
source items of momentum equation; St is the volume heat
source item; k is the thermal conductivity of the fluid (in watts
per meter kelvin); c is the specific heat capacity (in joules per
kilogram kelvin)); and 7T is temperature (in kelvin).

The standard k — ¢ model is adopted to simulate the tur-
bulence in the model. The kinetic energy of turbulent flow &
and the dissipation factor ¢ are introduced, and the following
Boltzmann’s equation referring to [19] is obtained. Combined
with the solved region and operating conditions of the model
this paper presents, the given boundary conditions are as
follows.

1) 51, the surface of rotor support that is not covered by hor-
izontal disc air deflector, is the velocity inlet boundary of
the coupling model. Air flow velocity at outlets of 12 heat
exchangers is measured in the field test. The measured
values are shown in Fig. 3; average flow velocity v,y is
computed as 2.68 m/s after excluding the singularity of
measured data of No. 3 heat exchanger.

We could obtain total circulation flow rate of cooling
air Q = Vaye X She = 123.8 m3/s, where Sy, is the area
of heat exchanger outlet. The inlet velocity of the cou-
pling model is determined as @Q/Sinet = 2 m/s, where
Sinlet 1S the area of rotor inlet.

2) So, the outlet surface of the solved region, which is the
inlet of stator radial ventilation duct, is defined as the
pressure outlet boundary. A simplified model is estab-

TABLE 1I
CALCULATED VALUES OF ADDITIONAL LOSSES

Prop (kW) Pk (kW) Pe, (kW)
Calculated value 190.8 44.8 9.1
Design value 194.1 42.5 -

lished to determine the pressure value of outlet boundary
of the calculation model. The region of simplified model,
including stator and rotor, is within one-eighth of pro-
totype in axial direction and a pair of rotors in circum-
ferential direction. Outlets of stator ventilation ducts are
defined as outlet boundary of this simplified model, and
pressure value is set to 1 atm, namely, 101 325 Pa. After
solving the simplified model, the pressure of the air-gap
region is obtained as 101 722 Pa, and this pressure value
is assigned to the pressure outlet boundary of calculation
model.

3) Based on the circumferential symmetry of the generator,
Ss, the surface at both sides of the model, is the periodic
boundary.

4) The ambient temperature is 40 °C.

5) The rotor rotation drives cooling air to flow. The fluid
rotational speed refers to the generator rated speed of
68.2 r/min.

6) The interfaces between cooling air and structural parts
within the solved region are coupling surface conditions,
and the remaining surfaces are considered as adiabatic
surfaces.

C. Calculation of Losses in Rotor

For researching temperature field distribution of the rotor, the
losses of different rotor parts are obtained from transient elec-
tromagnetic field calculation. The electromagnetic losses of the
rotor include two parts, i.e., copper loss of the exciting winding
and additional loss of magnetic pole surfaces and damper
bars. The copper loss is calculated by I?R, and the value is
558.1 kW. The additional loss is composed of three parts,
including the additional loss of a magnetic pole surface under
no-load rated voltage Pr.p, the rotor surface losses caused by
stator windings’ magnetomotive force (MMF) harmonic Pk,
and the additional loss caused by harmonic MMF of stator
teeth on the magnetic pole surfaces and damper bars Ps, .
The calculation method and formula of additional loss are
described in [20]. Calculated and design values of additional
losses are given in Table II. The loss values are calculated for
the generator under rated operation and applied to coupling
model as heat sources in the fluid—thermal coupling analysis.

The flowchart of fluid—thermal coupling analysis is shown
in Fig. 4. Solved region of the coupling model is determined
according to symmetry of the prototype and requirement of the
issue this paper focuses on. The solved region is meshed using
612046 elements. The under-relaxation factors of pressure,
momentum, k, €, and energy are 0.3, 0.7, 0.8, 0.8, 1, respec-
tively. The convergence criterion of continuity, velocity, k, and
e is 1073, and the convergence criterion of energy is 1076.
The control equation (1) is solved using FLUENT solver after
146 iterations, thus obtaining air flow distribution and tempera-
ture distribution of rotor structures.
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Fig. 4. Fluid—thermal coupling analysis flowchart.
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Fig. 5. Cross-sectional position diagram.

Ill. RESEARCH ON THE FLOW RULE OF COOLING AIR

The cooling air in the fully air-cooled hydrogenerator is
always in turbulence state and has a very complex flow rule
due to the rotor rotation. In order to study the impact of cooling
air from rotor ventilation ducts in different axial positions on
the flow condition of each other, it takes the axial cross sections
from No. 1 to No. 15 from the end region toward the axial center
in the interpole fluid region as the analysis positions.

Fig. 5 is a position diagram for the cross sections this paper
involves during the analysis process. In Fig. 5, the red box
refers to the fluid region between adjacent poles; “a” refers
to the outlet of the fluid region at rotor ends, and “b,” “c,”
“d,” and “e” refer to the outlets of four ventilation ducts on
the rotor yoke within half axial length of the generator. Axial
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Fig. 6. Mass flow of rotor outlets.

50 54 S8 62 64 66 68

Radial distance (m)
©  w
—_ [\ [0%)

0
o

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
Axial distance (m)

Fig. 7. Velocity distribution of cooling air on axial plane A;.

cross sections from No. 1 to No. 5 are located in the end fluid
region; No. 6-8, No. 9-11, and No. 12-14 are three groups of
axial equal distance cross sections in the interpole fluid region.
R1, Ry, and R3 refer to the radial equal-distance cross sections
of the interpole fluid region with their radii of 8.05, 8.13, and
8.21 m, respectively. According to the rotation direction of the
generator, both sides of exciting winding could be determined
as windward and leeward sides, respectively, as illustrated in
Fig. 5. Plane A locates in the central position of the interpole
fluid region. The flow velocity component flowing toward the
axial center is stipulated negative.

The cooling air first flows into the generator through the
inlet of rotor support and then into the interpole fluid region
through the end fluid region (outlet a) and rotor yoke ventilation
ducts (outlets b—e). Fig. 6 shows the mass flow value of cooling
air from a—e outlets. The mass flow of end outlet referring to
a is 2.82 kg/s, accounting for 72.5% of the total circulation
flow rate, whereas the mass flow of the ventilation duct outlets
referring to b, ¢, d, and e is about 0.26 kg/s and the mass flow
difference among the four outlets is relatively small. The high
mass flow rate of end cooling air has a beneficial effect on the
cooling of exciting winding ends, strengthening the dissipation
conditions of exciting winding ends.

Fig. 7 shows the velocity distribution of cooling air on
axial center plane A;. The end flow velocity of cooling air
is relatively high within the range of 62—70 m/s. The cooling
air first flows radially into the region between poles, cools
the exciting winding ends, and then flows into the axial cen-
ter section at a relatively high flow velocity. The flow ve-
locity of the ventilation duct outlets is within the range of
55-60 m/s, whereas the flow velocity between adjacent rotor
yoke ventilation duct outlets is low. With the diffusion of
cooling air, the flow velocity of cooling air gradually increases
with the increasing direction of radius.
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In Fig. 8(a)—(e), an isogram is shown for the axial velocity
component of No. 1 to No. 5 cross sections in the end fluid
region. No. 1 cross section is located closely to the end of the
established model. The axial velocity of cooling air in No. 1
cross section is negative with the maximum value of 22 m/s, and
the axial velocity value gradually increases from the interpole
bottom toward the top. The air flows into the end region through
the rotor support and then flows axially at a relatively high
velocity. However, affected by outlet b of rotor ventilation duct,
the range of positive velocity values at the bottom of No. 2
to No. 5 cross sections gradually expands when the air flows
toward the axial center. In other words, after the cooling air
from two paths interacting with each other in the interpole
bottom region, the cooling air that originally flows toward the
axial center reflows toward the ends. The positive value of axial
velocity increases from 5 to 8 m/s with the air flowing from
No. 2 to No. 5 cross sections, whereas the negative velocity
value in the interpole top region remains around 20 m/s, which
decreases a little.

No. 6, No. 7, and No. 8 cross sections are located between
b and c rotor ventilation duct outlets, and the air flow rule is
affected jointly by cooling air out of b and c, as well as the end
fluid. Fig. 9(a)—(c) shows the isograms for the axial velocity of
No. 6 to No. 8 cross sections. No. 6 cross section is affected to
the most extent as it is close to b ventilation duct. The air flows
toward the axial center in No. 6 cross section. However, the
positive velocity value region gradually forms on the windward
(the right side of isogram is the windward, whereas the left side
is the leeward) between poles with the advancement of No. 6,
No. 7, and No. 8 cross sections toward the axial center. In other
words, after the collision of the air flowing from two paths, a
small part of air reflows toward the ends with the velocity value
of 3 m/s. Compared with No. 1 to No. 5 cross sections, No. 6 to
No. 8 cross sections reduce its interpole top axial velocity from
22 to 13 m/s.
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Comparative studies are also made on No. 9 to No. 11 cross
sections and No. 12 to No. 14 cross sections. The variation
tendencies of air flow in these cross sections are consistent with
those in No. 6, No. 7, and No. 8 cross sections.

Fig. 10 shows the average value of axial velocity and resul-
tant velocity of air in No. 1 to No. 15 cross sections. Despite
the different flow directions of the cooling air in various cross
sections, the overall axial flow trend is toward the axial center
and the average velocity value toward the axial center takes
on a gradually decreasing tendency, i.e., the axial velocity in
the cross section close to the ends is relatively high, and the
average value of axial velocity gradually decreases toward the
axial center. The average value of resultant velocity in various
cross sections varies within the range of 58.7 to 63.5 m/s, thus
concluding that the variation range is small.

Fig. 11(a)—(c) refers to the resultant velocity isograms of
radial cross section R;—Rs in the interpole fluid region.
Fig. 11(a) illustrates the flow velocity distribution of R; at the
radius of 8.052 m, and it takes on an obvious gradient change in
the rotor yoke ventilation duct outlets and the end region close
to the windward, which is the same as the variation rule of axial
velocity in the axial cross section. During the early period when
the cooling air goes between poles, the flow velocity of exciting
winding bottom varies intensively on the windward with the
maximum velocity value of 70 m/s. The velocity varies slowly
on the leeward and is relatively evenly distributed. With the dif-
fusion of cooling air along the radial height, the variation tends
to be mild and slow on the windward and leeward but remains
a relatively large gradient change in the end region. The flow
velocity does not decrease, maintaining the maximum value at
70 m/s. Air flow velocity in R3 at the radius of 8.211 m is more
evenly distributed. Seen from the isogram, the velocity in the
cross section remains stable within the range of 60 to 70 m/s,
and the velocity difference between the windward and leeward



ZHANG et al.: FLOW RULE AND THERMAL DISSIPATION BETWEEN THE ROTOR POLES OF A HYDROGENERATOR

3435

E 004
£ o002}
E -0.02f 1\
£ oo4) 56 : 58
o Vg . 2 . ; =]
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1
Axial (m)
(@)
2 0.05 -
3 go <80 /60 60 6064 \NIB)
= = 60/ 38 kb | 6
g O (s | 58 A/ /vesl
E A% ,‘ S i
o 58 58 |
& -0.05 Filh . . £
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1
Axial (m)
(b)
E 0.05 60 ]
s 70 )
5 65 60 o
s oo 60
= 65 60
= {
2 < 1
3 -0.05 . L i i i
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1
Axial (m)
(©
Fig. 11. Flow velocity isograms of radial cross section R;—R3 (in

meters per second). (a). Radial cross section R;. (b). Radial cross
section Ra. (c) Radial cross section R3.

133

118 inner side

e a ,»/
=
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Celsius).

decreases gradually. The velocity at the interpole top is always
high due to the impact of the end fluid of high mass flow.

IV. TEMPERATURE FIELD ANALYSIS AND
EXPERIMENTAL VERIFICATION

One of the main faults of hydrogenerator rotor is that the ex-
cessive local temperature rise of the hydrogenerator’s exciting
windings leads to the interturn insulation aging, thus resulting
in the interturn short-circuit fault.

This paper obtains the temperature distribution of exciting
windings through the calculations of coupling model. Fig. 12
shows the temperature distribution of exciting winding. Its
temperature distribution takes on a gradually decreasing ten-
dency from the center to the end. The maximum temperature of
132 °C appears in the leeward axial center plane A—-B—C-D
of the exciting winding, which resulted from the poor thermal
dissipation condition of smaller mass flow of cooling air in
the axial center of the machine. The temperature of leeward
inner side of exciting winding is relatively high because it can
only be cooled by conducting the thermal dissipation among

iron core, pole insulation, and the exciting winding itself.
The temperature range of the inner side is 77 °C-116 °C.
The maximum temperature difference of the windward axial
center plane A-B-C-D and the leeward plane A’-B’-C'-D’;
of exciting winding is 8 °C.

There is a certain difficulty in temperature measurement of
a large hydrogenerator at a rating of megawatts. The resistance
testing method is widely adopted for temperature measurement
of exciting winding and determines the average temperature
according to the relationship that the resistance varies corre-
spondingly with the temperature variation. Voltage and current
transducers are used to obtain the resistance of exciting wind-
ing. The relationship between temperature rise and resistance
could be determined as [21]

Ry — Ry

0=———(K+t t1 —t
i (K+1t1)+t 2

[U Lf( ) UB—If(RB+Rl)}

R:
Iy

2

where R is the winding hot resistance (in ohms), ¢ is the
cooling medium temperature corresponding to Ro, R; is the
winding resistance under the cold state (in ohms), ¢ is
the winding temperature corresponding to R;, and K is a
constant; for copper winding, it is 235, Uy is the exciting
voltage (in volts), I is the exciting current (in amperes), L
is the inductance of exciting winding, Up is the voltage drop of
carbon brush (in volts), R g is the resistance of carbon brush (in
ohms), and R; is the resistance between measuring point and
carbon brush (in ohms).

The temperature rise of exciting winding could be obtained
via the winding resistance at cold state (measured before gener-
ator running) and hot state (measured after generator running
at rated state). A field test of temperature measurement is
performed on this 250-MW fully air-cooled hydrogenerator
operating at Wuqiangxi Hydropower Station, which is manu-
factured by Harbin Electric Machinery, getting the measured
average temperature of exciting winding as 108.6 °C. The aver-
age temperature of exciting winding calculated by the coupling
model is 106 °C, which could be determined as

ZTV

where Ty is the average temperature (in degrees Celsius),
V' is the exciting winding volume (in cubic meters), 7; is the
temperature of element within exciting winding (in degrees
Celsius), and V; is the element volume (in cubic meters).

The computed error between the calculated and measured
values is 2.4%, thus verifying the accuracy of the calculation
model and solution method in this paper.

By equipping the rotor pole with damper bars, the free rotor
oscillation can be inhibited and the capacity of the generator
to undertake the unsymmetrical load can be enhanced. In
terms of the hydrogenerator with a requirement for frequent
starts and stops in a power system, the faults that the damper
bars are broken or thrown out of slots often occur under the
action of thermal stress. Heat-transfer coefficient is a key factor
characterizing thermal dissipation condition. This paper makes

3)

ave =
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Fig. 14. Heat-transfer coefficient of P, —P; on the pole shoe surface.

an analysis of heat-transfer coefficient of damper bars and pole
shoe surfaces. Heat-transfer coefficient could be determined as

1 )

h=—®
Twall - Tref

where, g is the heat flux (in watts per square meter), 75,1 is the
structure wall temperature (in kelvin), and T}..¢ is the average
temperature of cooling air (in kelvin).

Take seven equidistant axial sampling lines P, —P; on the
pole shoe surface along the direction of rotation from the
windward to the leeward and six sampling lines D1 —Dg from
damper bars of a rotor pole. Fig. 13 gives the location of the
sample lines Py—P; and Dj—Dg. The distributions of the
heat-transfer coefficient of sampling lines on the pole shoe and
damper bar surfaces are illustrated in Figs. 14 and 15.

The heat-transfer coefficient of pole shoe surface takes on
a gradually increasing tendency from the axial center toward
the ends and significantly increases at ends under the action of
the high velocity of cooling air. The heat-transfer coefficient
of the first sampling line close to the windward is higher than
that of other sampling lines in the same axial positions with the
maximum value of the former of 36.4 W - (m? - K)~!. The heat-
transfer coefficient of No. 7 sampling line closest to the leeward
remains at a high level. After an overview of the positions from
No. 1 to No. 7 on the pole shoe surface, it is found that the heat-
transfer coefficient on both circumferential sides of pole shoes

Heat transfer coefficient

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1
Axial distance (m)

Fig. 15.
surface.

Heat-transfer coefficient of D;—Dg on the damper bar

48.2
47.0
459
44.8
43.7
42.5
41.4
40.3

Fig. 16. Temperature distribution of damper bars and end ring (in
degrees Celsius).

is higher than that in the middle position, whereas the heat-
transfer coefficient in the axial center is lower than that at ends.
The distribution rule of heat-transfer coefficient of the damping
bar position is the same as that of the pole shoe surface, and the
maximum value is 18.7 W - (m? - K)~!.

Fig. 16 is a diagram for the temperature distribution of
damper bars and end ring, where the average temperature of
damper bars is 42.3 °C, whereas the average temperature of end
ring is 42.0 °C. The inner surface of the end ring can only pro-
ceed with thermal conduction through the pole pressure plate it
contacts due to its relatively poor thermal dissipation condition,
thus reaching a relatively high temperature of 48.2 °C; the
temperature distribution of six damper bars is more even. The
temperature of the two damper bars located in the middle is
slightly lower than that of the damper bars on both sides. The
axial temperature of every damper bar tends to be consistent be-
cause of the better thermal conductivity of copper materials.

V. CONCLUSION

This paper has calculated the distribution of fluid and temper-
ature fields through the establishment of a 3-D fluid—thermal
coupling model for a fully air-cooled fanless hydrogenerator
rotor. The following conclusions can be obtained.

1) The cooling air that flows into the rotor end region and
then into the region between poles through the horizontal
disc air deflector accounts for 72.5% of total mass flow
rate. The cooling air of high mass flow at ends has a
beneficial effect on cooling end exciting windings.

2) As there is cooling air of high mass flow at ends, the air
at the interpole top flows toward the axial center, thus
improving the cooling conditions of the axial center of
the generator. The axial velocity gradually decreases from
the ends toward the axial center section.
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3) Itis prone to a turbulent vortex on the windward side. The
back-flow phenomenon toward the generator end region
generally occurs on the windward of exciting windings.
Due to the rotor rotation and Coriolis force, the high-
wind-speed region of the cooling air on the pole shoe
surface gradually shifts from the windward toward the
leeward.
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